 (
Goshen
 Elementary
PTO Minutes
)	Meeting Date:   November 15, 2011
The meeting was called to order at 7:08 pm with 8 members present.
In Attendance: 	All of the Executive Board members are present.
Agenda
1. Call to Order
2. Welcome & Introductions
3. Approval of Minutes
4. Treasurer’s Report
5. Principals Report
6. Committee Reports
7. New Business
8. Old Business
9. Announcements
Welcome
The meeting began with thanking everyone for coming this evening and letting everyone know we do have a quorum.  
Approval of Minutes
Attendees were asked to take a moment to review the minutes from the previous meeting held on October 18, 2011.  There was a motion to approve the minutes by Peggy Koenig and seconded by Adrienne Linden.  Motion carries.  

Treasurers Report
Christy McDougal touched on a couple of line items on the budget.  Fall fest came in ahead $2, 119.65 and was under budget with expenses.  Logo wear sales are a little low.  It was suggested that we could have a 2nd sale in the spring to offset this and also have a sale at Kindergarten registration.

Principals Report
Tara said thanks for the teacher luncheon, it was very nice.  The Veterans Day lunch will be held on Thursday.  The Mayor and city officials have been invited to attend.  Parent/Teacher conferences will be held next week.  The St. Louis Rep will be coming in December to perform.
Committee Reports
Everyone was asked to look over the committee report that was handed out.  

Our first assembly was on Friday Oct 20 with Nitro Joe the Science Guy.  Everyone loved it.  The next assembly will be on December 2nd with the St. Louis Rep Theatre performing The Elves and the Shoemaker.

There were over 9,000 box tops collected for the first collection period.  The next collection is in February.

The decorating committee has done an excellent job.  They will be doing the holiday decorating over the Thanksgiving holiday.  They need lots of volunteers to get it done. 

Media Center/Accelerated Reader – We have received an invitation to the Scholastic Warehouse book sale.  Lauren Ide is going to work the sale so we can get money towards books for the school for her working.  Thanks to Lauren.  Volunteers are still needed in the media center.  This is in the newsletter each month just as a reminder.  A huge thank you goes out to Lauren Ide and Diane Gill for the great job with A/R and Rockin’ Reader Fridays.

Parents Night Out is scheduled for December 9.  They will need approximately 8 parents to help out.  They plan to have Santa visit and take pictures with the kids.  Allison has a color printer that they can use that night.   There will also be popcorn, pizza, games and movies.  

Spirit Day still needs a Snapper for Friday.

Tiffany Hudok, the Web Master, has made the request to change the PTO website to “goshenpto.org”.  A huge thank you goes out to Tiffany on a great job with the website.  Anyone interested in being a co-chair for this committee should contact Tiffany.  We will need this to transition to someone new for the next school year.

Yearbook committee is still looking for DEP’s (Dedicated Event Photographers) for different events at the school.  Still need help with taking candid’s at the different school events.  Please let Stacy Petry know if you can help out.


New Business 
Square 1 Art Fundraiser – The order forms came home today.  Everyone got a free sheet of stickers with their child’s artwork on them.  The tile art program will stay at the school and will be displayed in the commons area somewhere.  This is a tight turn around in order to get the items back in time for Christmas, so late orders will not be accepted.  Orders are scheduled to be back on Dec 15th.  Peggy Koenig brought up a concern about not liking the order forms for Square 1, because you have to order as 1 person.  You can’t have other family members order on their own.  She also asked about the shipping fee.  She asked if it was a 1 time fee or on each item.  Allison said it is a one time flat fee.

Fall festival –Michelle Chitwood did an excellent job with this event.  She made a photo book to reference for next year and future years.  The committee is very appreciative of everyone’s help.  It was brought up that some people thought the wrist bands were too expensive at $10, especially when you have multiple children.  It might be a good idea to lower the price next year.  It was a great success.

Spirit wear update – Waiting on rhinestones for the bling shirts.  Other shirts should be done and here by Friday.  Stacy said she would like to apologize on behalf of the board for the delay in spirit wear.  The plan is to go back to the old company.

Family portrait day – Very well attended.  It was booked all day.  Thanks to all the participants.  Pictures will be distributed before Thanksgiving break.

Parents Night Out – The “save the date” flyer will be going home soon.  Chairs asked if they could use drinks that are in the supply closet.  Yes, they can.  Allison has a Canon photo printer that can be used.  They just need to purchase cartridges and photo paper for it for the Santa pictures.  They are planning to have 1 parent in each area and 1 FIT/GO helper actually run the activity.  Not doing the pjs and pillows this year.  They will use some type of a security type label template for parents to use to pick up their kids.  It’s $8 for first child and $2 for second child.  It was suggested to pop the popcorn the day before because it takes so long to pop the amount they will need.

Sustainability – Tiffany Hudok gave a presentation on sustainability in our school.  She started off by saying the bulletin board is great.  “You don’t inherit the earth from your ancestors; you borrow it from your children.”  How can we be “greener” here at Goshen?  How do we meet our needs today without taking away from tomorrow?  This could be a new committee.  For example, how can we do this with PTO activities?  We already do a few things:  -no idling  - recycling  -eco literacy, outdoor classroom.  Tiffany is volunteering to head up a committee.  Allison asked how she was going to get people interested.  Tiffany said she would address it at meetings and put things on the website about it.  Examples of things the PTO could do are checking out the supplies we use—are they compostable?  Are the spirit shirts organic?  This would be a good way to educate teachers, parents, etc.  The newsletter would be a good vehicle too.  “Healthy Children, Healthy Planet”.

Surplus Entertainment Books – We have 16 complete books and 38 books without the Shop n Save coupons.  Noelle Williams proposed to give the 16 complete books to Nurse Lynn for family baskets, and give the other 38 to the food pantry.  Tara Wells said we have 12 families that we are helping so we can give one to each of them.  Allison Hershberger made a motion to give the 16 to Nurse Lynn and the 38 to the Glen-Ed Pantry.  It was seconded by Adrienne Linden.  Motion Carries.

Charitable Giving – The hat and mitten tree will be in the lobby and a letter will go home with parents stating we will be collecting hats, mittens and underwear.    There will be caroling again this year at Eden Village on Saturday December 3rd.  Dress up in holiday attire and bring some cookies for the residents to enjoy.  Siblings are welcome to attend as well.  This is a family event.  There will be a note coming home soon about this.

District-wide PTO audit – findings will be announced soon.  The meeting at Hadley House is on Nov 17th at 9:30am.

Pizza sale – The sale starts January 9th and goes through the 13th.  Peggy Koenig said that the company has added another flyer to the sale with soups, dips and candies.  It is our choice if we do this flyer or not.  It was agreed that it might be better to just do the pizza flyer with no add-ons.  There will be no prizes; you gain an extra % this way.  There will be a pizza party for the top 10 sellers in each class.  

Old Business
Outdoor classroom update – The first 4 garden boxes were just planted.  Then look very nice.  Mr. D lead the building crew.  They are between the Kindergarten wing and the music/art wing.  

Holiday decorating – call for volunteers.  Decorating will go on for 2 days, need lots of help.

Yearbook – call for additional members to help take pictures.

The smartboard and audience response system are on the install schedule.  



Announcements
Important dates:
Nov 15-21 PTO student Square 1 Art sale
Nov 18 Spirit Day-wear your Goshen colors to school
Nov 21-23 Parent Teacher Conferences
Nov 24-25 Thanksgiving Break-no school
Dec 3 Caroling at Eden Village
Dec 9 Parents Night Out
Dec 16 Spirit Day-wear your Goshen colors to school
Dec 22 Classroom Holiday Parties 2:30-3:30
Dec 23-Jan 2 Holiday Break
Jan 9-13 Goshen Pizza Sales-more information to follow
We will not be conducting a December PTO meeting in consideration of busy holiday schedules, the next PTO meeting is Tues January 17, 2012 at 7:00PM.

Adjournment
Peggy Koenig made a motion to adjourn the meeting which was seconded by Tori Siron.  Motion carries.  The meeting was adjourned at 8:24PM.
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